January 2026: Changes and additions highlighted in blue

State: Ohio

Inquiry 1: How long can I keep the body at home after death and under what conditions?

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 4717.13
(A) No person shall do any of the following:

(1 0) Hold a dead human body, before final disposition, for more than forty-eight hours after the time of death unless
the dead human body is embalmed or placed into refrigeration and maintained at a constant temperature of less than

forty degrees;

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3707.19

The body of a person who has died of a communicable disease declared by the department of health to require
immediate disposal for the protection of others shall be buried or cremated within twenty-four hours after death. No
public or church funeral shall be held in connection with the burial of such person, and the body shall not be taken
into any church, chapel, or other public place. Only adult members of the immediate family of the deceased and such

other persons as are actually necessary may be present at the burial or cremation.

Inquiry 2: Does my state require the body to be embalmed? Refrigerated?

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 4717.13
(A) No person shall do any of the following:

(1 O) Hold a dead human body, before final disposition, for more than forty-eight hours after the time of death unless
the dead human body is embalmed or placed into refrigeration and maintained at a constant temperature of less than

forty degrees;

Inquiry 3: What methods of disposition are legal in my state?

Ohio Revised Code § 3705.01
(J) "Final disposition" means the interment, cremation, removal from the state, donation, or other authorized

disposition of a dead body or a fetal death.

Inquiry 4: Are there any circumstances under which I would be required to wait before final disposition?

There are no statutes or regulations that address this question.




Inquiry 5: What do I need to do to get a death certificate?

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3705.16

(B) Each death or fetal death that occurs in this state shall be registered with the local registrar of vital statistics of the
district in which the death or fetal death occurred, by the funeral director or other person in charge of the final
disposition of the remains. The personal and statistical information in the death or fetal death certificate shall be
obtained from the best qualified persons or sources available, by the funeral director or other person in charge of the
final disposition of the remains. The statement of facts relating to the disposition of the body and information relative
to the armed services referred to in section 3705.19 of the Revised Code shall be signed by the funeral director or
other person in charge of the final disposition of the remains.

(C) The funeral director or other person in charge of the final disposition of the remains shall present the death or fetal
death certificate to the attending physician of the decedent, the coroner, or the medical examiner, as appropriate for
certification of the cause of death. If a death or fetal death occurs under any circumstances mentioned in section
313.12 of the Revised Code, the coroner in the county in which the death occurs, or a deputy coroner, medical
examiner, or deputy medical examiner serving in an equivalent capacity, shall certify the cause of death unless that
death was reported to the coroner, deputy coroner, medical examiner, or deputy medical examiner and that person,
after a preliminary examination, declined to assert jurisdiction with respect to the death or fetal death. A physician
other than the coroner in the county in which a death or fetal death occurs, or a deputy coroner, medical examiner, or
deputy medical examiner serving in an equivalent capacity, may certify only those deaths that occur under natural
circumstances.

The medical certificate of death shall be completed and signed by the physician who attended the decedent or by the
coroner or medical examiner, as appropriate, within forty-eight hours after the death or fetal death. A coroner or
medical examiner may satisfy the requirement of signing a medical certificate showing the cause of death or fetal death
as pending either by stamping it with a stamp of the coronet's or medical examinet's signature or by signing it in the
coronet's or medical examiner's own hand, but the coroner or medical examiner shall sign any other medical certificate
of death or supplementary medical certification in the coronet's or medical examiner's own hand.

(D) Any death certificate registered pursuant to this section shall contain the social security number of the decedent, if
available. A social security number obtained under this section is a public record under section 149.43 of the Revised
Code.

Ohio Administrative Code Rule 3701-5-06
The medical certificate of death shall be completed and certified by the attending physician who attended the deceased,
or by the coroner, within forty-eight hours after death, unless the results of an autopsy or chemical or biological

examination are pending.

Inquiry 6: What do I need to do to get a burial-transit permit? Is there a wait period before I can receive a burial-
transit permit?




Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3705.17

The body of a person whose death occurs in this state shall not be interred, deposited in a vault or tomb, cremated, or
otherwise disposed of by a funeral director until a burial permit is issued by a local registrar or sub-registrar of vital
statistics. No such permit shall be issued by a local registrar or sub-registrar until a satisfactory death, fetal death, or
provisional death certificate is filed with the local registrar or sub-registrar. When the medical certification as to the
cause of death cannot be provided by the attending physician or coroner prior to burial, for sufficient cause, as
determined by rule of the director of health, the funeral director may file a provisional death certificate with the local
registrar or sub-registrar for the purpose of securing a burial or burial-transit permit. When the funeral director files a
provisional death certificate to secure a burial or burial-transit permit, the funeral director shall file a satisfactory and
complete death certificate within five days after the date of death. The director of health, by rule, may provide
additional time for filing a satisfactory death certificate. A burial permit authorizing cremation shall not be issued upon
the filing of a provisional certificate of death.

When a funeral director or other person obtains a burial permit from a local registrar or sub-registrar, the registrar or
sub-registrar shall charge a fee of three dollars for the issuance of the burial permit. Two dollars and fifty cents of each
fee collected for a burial permit shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the cemetery registration fund
created under section 4767.03 of the Revised Code to be used by the division of real estate and professional licensing
in the department of commerce in discharging its duties prescribed in Chapter 4767. of the Revised Code and the
Ohio cemetery dispute resolution commission created by section 4767.05 of the Revised Code. A local registrar or sub-
registrar shall transmit payments of that portion of the amount of each fee collected under this section to the treasurer
of state on a quarterly basis or more frequently, if possible. The director of health, by rule, shall provide for the
issuance of a burial permit without the payment of the fee required by this section if the total cost of the burial will be
paid by an agency or instrumentality of the United States, the state or a state agency, or a political subdivision of the
state.

The director of commerce may by rule adopted in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code reduce the total
amount of the fee required by this section and that portion of the amount of the fee required to be paid to the credit
of the division of real estate and professional licensing for the use of the division and the Ohio cemetery dispute
resolution commission, if the director determines that the total amount of funds the fee is generating at the amount
required by this section exceeds the amount of funds the division of real estate and professional licensing and the
commission need to carry out their powers and duties prescribed in Chapter 4767. of the Revised Code.

No person in charge of any premises in which interments or cremations are made shall inter or cremate or otherwise
dispose of a body, unless it is accompanied by a burial permit. Each person in charge of a cemetery, crematory, or
other place of disposal shall indorse upon a burial permit the date of interment, cremation, or other disposal and shall
retain such permits for a period of at least five years. The person in charge shall keep an accurate record of all
interments, cremations, or other disposal of dead bodies, made in the premises under the person's charge, stating the
name of the deceased person, place of death, date of burial, cremation, or other disposal, and name and address of the

funeral director. Such record shall at all times be open to public inspection.

Inquiry 7: Personal Preference Statute




A person may indicate their preferences “regarding how the right of disposition should be exercised, including
any religious observances the declarant wishes the person with the right of disposition to consider” in a
declaration appointing a designated agent.

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2108.72

(A) The written declaration described in section 2108.70 of the Revised Code shall include all of the following:
(1) The declarant's legal name and present address;

(2) A statement that the declarant, an adult being of sound mind, willfully and voluntarily appoints a
representative to have the declarant's right of disposition for the declarant's body upon the declarant's death;
(3) A statement that all decisions made by the declarant's representative with respect to the right of disposition
are binding;

(4) The name, last known address, and last known telephone number of the representative or, if the
representative is a group of persons, the name, last known address, and last known telephone number of each
person in the group;

(5) If the declarant chooses to have a successor representative, a statement that if any person or group of
persons named as the declarant's representative is disqualified from serving in such position as described in
section 2108.75 of the Revised Code, the declarant appoints a successor representative;

(6) If applicable, the name, last known address, and last known telephone number of the successor
representative or, if the successor representative is a group of persons, the name, last known address, and last
known telephone number of each person in the group;

(7) A space where the declarant may indicate the declarant's preferences regarding how the right of disposition
should be exercised, including any religious observances the declarant wishes the person with the right of
disposition to consider;

(8) A space where the declarant may indicate one or more sources of funds that may be used to pay for goods
and services associated with the exercise of the right of disposition;

(9) A statement that the declarant's written declaration becomes effective on the declarant's death;

(10) A statement that the declarant revokes any written declaration that the declarant executed, in accordance
with section 2108.70 of the Revised Code, prior to the execution of the present written declaration;

(11) A space where the declarant can sign and date the written declaration;

(12) A space where a notary public or two witnesses can sign and date the written declaration as described in
section 2108.73 of the Revised Code.

(B) A written declaration may take the following form:

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE FOR DISPOSITION OF BODILY REMAINS, FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS, AND
BURIAL OR CREMATION GOODS AND SERVICES:

[ eeeeeeeeenns (legal name and present address of declarant), an adult being of sound mind, willfully and
voluntarily appoint my representative, named below, to have the right of disposition, as defined in section
2108.70 of the Revised Code, for my body upon my death. All decisions made by my representative with respect
to the right of disposition shall be binding.
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(8) A space where the declarant may indicate one or more sources of funds that may be used to pay for goods
and services associated with the exercise of the right of disposition;

(9) A statement that the declarant's written declaration becomes effective on the declarant's death;

(10) A statement that the declarant revokes any written declaration that the declarant executed, in accordance
with section 2108.70 of the Revised Code, prior to the execution of the present written declaration;

(11) A space where the declarant can sign and date the written declaration;
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(B) A written declaration may take the following form:

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE FOR DISPOSITION OF BODILY REMAINS, FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS, AND
BURIAL OR CREMATION GOODS AND SERVICES:

[ e (legal name and present address of declarant), an adult being of sound mind, willfully and
voluntarily appoint my representative, named below, to have the right of disposition, as defined in section
2108.70 of the Revised Code, for my body upon my death. All decisions made by my representative with respect
to the right of disposition shall be binding.

REPRESENTATIVE:

(If the representative is a group of persons, indicate the name, last known address, and telephone number of
each person in the group.)

Name(s):

Address(es):

Telephone Number(s):
















