January 2026: Changes and additions highlighted in blue

State: North Carolina

Inquiry 1: How long can I keep the body at home after death and under what conditions?

There are no statutes or regulations that address this question.

Inquiry 2: Does my state require the body to be embalmed? Refrigerated?

There are no statutes or regulations that address this question.

Inquiry 3: What methods of disposition are legal in my state?

North Carolina law mentions burial, cremation, entombment, burial at sea, donation to medical science, and remowval
from the state.

Inquiry 4: Are there any circumstances under which I would be required to wait before final disposition?

There are no statutes or regulations that address this question.

Inquiry 5: What do I need to do to get a death certificate?

N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 130A-115

(a) A death certificate for each death that occurs in this State shall be filed with the local registrar of the county in
which the death occurred within five days after the death. If the place of death is unknown, a death certificate shall be
filed within five days in the county where the dead body is found. If the death occurs in a moving conveyance, a death
certificate shall be filed in the county in which the dead body was first removed from the conveyance.

(b) The funeral director or person acting as funeral director who first assumes custody of a dead body shall file the
death certificate with the local registrar. The personal data shall be obtained from the next of kin or the best qualified
person or source available. The funeral director or person acting as funeral director is responsible for obtaining the
medical certification of the cause of death, stating facts relative to the date and place of burial, and filing the death
certificate with the local registrar within five days of the death.

Inquiry 6: What do I need to do to get a burial-transit permit? Is there a wait period before I can receive a burial-




transit permit?

N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 130A-113

(a) The funeral director or person acting as such who first assumes custody of a dead body or fetus which is under the
jurisdiction of the medical examiner shall obtain a burial-transit permit signed by the medical examiner prior to final
disposition or removal from the State and within five days after death.

(b) A dead body shall not be cremated or buried at sea unless the provisions of G.S. 130A-388 are met.

(b1) For any death occurring outside North Carolina, a crematory licensee shall not cremate a dead human body
without obtaining a copy of the burial-transit or disposal permit issued under the law of the state, province, or foreign
government in which death or disinterment occurred before cremation. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed
to waive the provisions of G.S. 130A-388.

(e) The local registrar shall issue a burial-transit permit for the removal of a dead body or fetus from this State if the
requirements of G.S. 130A-112 are met and that the death is not under the jurisdiction of the medical examiner.







