January 2026: Changes and additions highlighted in blue

State: New Jersey

Inquiry 1: How long can I keep the body at home after death and under what conditions?

N.J. Admin. Code § 8:9-1.1

(a) The person or persons responsible for the burial or cremation or other lawful disposition of a dead human body
shall not allow the same to remain unburied or uncremated in the State of New Jersey for a period longer than 48
hours unless:

1. The body is embalmed by arterial and cavity injection or kept refrigerated at 45 degrees Fahrenheit or below; or

2. The Commissioner of Health authorizes an exemption to or waiver of this requirement, subject to conditions the
Commissioner might prescribe, during the existence of an emergency declared by the Governor.

(b) A person shall not bring an unembalmed body into the State of New Jersey more than 48 hours after death unless
the Commissioner of Health authorizes an exemption to or waiver of this requirement, subject to conditions the

Commissioner might prescribe, during an emergency declared by the Governor.

Inquiry 2: Does my state require the body to be embalmed? Refrigerated?

N.J. Admin. Code § 8:9-1.1

(a) The person or persons responsible for the burial or cremation or other lawful disposition of a dead human body
shall not allow the same to remain unburied or uncremated in the State of New Jersey for a period longer than 48
hours unless:

1. The body is embalmed by arterial and cavity injection or kept refrigerated at 45 degrees Fahrenheit or below; or

2. The Commissioner of Health authorizes an exemption to or waiver of this requirement, subject to conditions the
Commissioner might prescribe, during the existence of an emergency declared by the Governor.

(b) A person shall not bring an unembalmed body into the State of New Jersey more than 48 hours after death unless
the Commissioner of Health authorizes an exemption to or waiver of this requirement, subject to conditions the

Commissioner might prescribe, during an emergency declared by the Governor.

N.J. Stat. Ann. § 26:6-24
The State Department may make any rule prescribing the manner in which a dead body, intended to be transported by
any common carrier across or within this State, shall be disinfected, embalmed, or incased. Any such rule shall be

referred to in the blank form of the transit permit required for the transportation of a dead body.

Inquiry 3: What methods of disposition are legal in my state?

New Jersey law mentions burial, cremation, entombment, donation to medical science, and removal from the state.




Inquiry 4: Are there any circumstances under which I would be required to wait before final disposition?

There are no statutes or regulations that address this question.

Inquiry 5: What do I need to do to get a death certificate?

N.J. Stat. Ann. § 26:6-6

a. The funeral director in charge of the funeral or disposition of the body of any person dying in this State shall be
responsible for the proper execution of a death certificate in a legible manner, or by means of the NJ-EDRS, and filed
in exchange for a burial or removal or transit permit with the local registrar of the district in which the death occurred
ot the body was found or with the registrar of the district in which the funeral director has his funeral home or where
the burial or other disposition is to take place. In the event the death certificate is filed with the registrar of a district
other than that in which the death took place or the body was found, that registrar shall, within 24 hours after issuing
the permit, sign and forward the certificate of death to the registrar of the district where the death took place or the
body was found, with a statement that the permit was issued. In case the death certificate is filed with the deputy
registrar, alternate deputy registrar or subregistrar, he shall within 12 hours forward the certificate to his own registrar,
who in turn shall forward the certificate as heretofore directed. A record created on the NJ-EDRS shall be deemed to
have been transmitted to the other local registrar, or by the deputy registrar, alternate deputy registrar or subregistrar,
as applicable, in accordance with the requirements of this subsection.

b. Any funeral director filing a death certificate in a registration district other than that in which the death occurred or
the body was found shall immediately send the State registrar written notice by first class mail, except that a record
created on the NJ-EDRS shall be deemed to have been transmitted to the State registrar in accordance with the
requirements of this subsection. The notice shall contain the name of the deceased, the place and date of death, the
date the certificate was filed, the name and address of the registrar with whom the certificate was filed, and the name
and address of the funeral director. Failure of the State registrar to receive the notice shall be considered as failure of
the funeral director to have sent it. In that case, the funeral director shall be subject to a penalty of $25, and the State

registrar shall notify the State Board of Mortuary Science of the facts in the matter.

Inquiry 6: What do I need to do to get a burial-transit permit? Is there a wait period before I can receive a
burial-transit permit?

N.J. Stat. Ann. § 26:6-14

Upon receipt of a death certificate, the local registrar shall:

a. If the certificate is propetly executed and complete, issue a burial or removal permit when requested; and

b. the certificate of death is incomplete and unsatisfactory, call attention to the defects in the return, and withhold the
burial or removal permit until the defects are corrected. Any person certifying to any of the particulars in the certificate
shall complete the same as directed by the local registrar in accordance with such terms as may be defined by the State

registrar.




For the purposes of the NJ-EDRS, the death certificate shall be complete when the attending, covering or resident

physician or the county medical examiner, and the funeral director in charge, have completed their respective portions

The burial or removal permit shall be issued upon a form or through the NJ-EDRS as prescribed by the department,
signed or authenticated through the NJ-EDRS by the local registrar, and shall state:

a. The name, age, sex, cause of death, and other necessary details required by the department;
b. That a satisfactory certificate of death has been filed as required by law; and
c. That permission is granted to inter, remove, or otherwise dispose of the body.







